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NATION 


Trump 
ordered 
the firing 
of Mueller 


President Trump 
reportedly ordered 
the firing last June of 
the special counsel 
overseeing the 
Russia probe but 
backed down after 
the White House 
counsel threatened 
to resign. Page A8 


CITY | STATE 


Marie D. De Jesús / Chronicle 
Holocaust survivor 
Chaja Verveer 
looks over the book 
“Taking Flight.” 


Houston helps 
shape Holocaust 
remembrance 
Houstonians are 
taking part in 
several Holocaust 
remembrance 
events, including a 
burgeoning social 
media campaign 
that has rekindled 
the world’s attention 
to the horrors of the 
extermination. 

Page A3 


NATION 


Birth defects 
on rise in areas 
of Zika virus 
The kinds of birth 
defects associated 
with the Zika virus 
have increased in 
parts of the U.S. 
where mosquitoes 
were spreading the 
virus in 2016. 

Page A9 


IN MEMORIAM 


Nimmer, former 
dean of UH 

Law Center 
Raymond T. Nimmer, 
a former law 
professor and dean 
at the University 

of Houston Law 
Center, has died, 
according toa 
statement from 

the university’s law 
school. Page A3 


BUSINESS 


Sysco smelled 
something fishy 
about tuna. 


Sysco files suit 
over rising 

tuna prices 

The Houston-based 
food-distribution 
giant is trying to take 
a bite out of the 
nation’s three largest 
tuna processors — 
Bumble Bee, StarKist 
and Chicken of the 


FBI shoots kidnapping victim 


‘System failed’ as bound man fatally 
struck by agent’s gunfire during raid 


By Keri Blakinger, 
Alyson Ward 
and Robert Downen 


An FBI agent shot and 
killed a kidnapping victim 
during a predawn opera- 
tion in northeast Houston, 
hours after the Conroe 
man was bound with duct 
tape and pulled from his 
home by gunmen who later 
demanded ransom. 


The man — still bound 
— was hit by gunfire as the 
FBI burst into the Trinity 
Gardens home where he 
was being held with at least 
one woman and some chil- 
dren inside, officials said. 

Details remained murky 
late Thursday as multiple 
law enforcement agencies 
continued to investigate 
at the small home still 
trimmed with Christmas 


lights. 

“The system failed,” 
Conroe Police Chief Philip 
Dupuis told reporters dur- 
ing an emotional news 
conference Thursday af- 
ternoon. “We do this job to 
help people, and it doesn’t 
always go our way.” 

Two men and a woman 
were arrested Thursday at 
two different locations on 
first-degree felony charg- 
es in connection with the 
case. A fourth person — 
the wife of one of the ac- 

Agent continues on A11 


Godofredo A. Vasquez / Houston Chronicle 
FBI agents investigate the scene of the fatal shooting 
on Elbert Street in northeast Houston on Thursday. 


Court 
workers 
face new 
misery 


Building closed 
by Harvey won't 
be able to reopen 
for up to 2 years 


By Brian Rogers 


Houston’s once bus- 
tling 20-story downtown 
criminal courthouse, 
the critical hub of Harris 
County’s criminal justice 
system, will likely remain 
closed because of flood 
damage from Hurricane 
Harvey until late 2019 
or early 2020, Precinct 3 
Commissioner Steve Ra- 
dack said Thursday. 

The disclosure dis- 
mayed courthouse in- 
siders who called the 
situation an unworkable 
system, as abbreviated 
court dockets are being 
conducted in makeshift 
courtrooms in the base- 
ment of the jail while 
people who are free on 
bail are being rushed to 
trial. 

Italso means that hun- 
dreds of courthouse staff- 
ers, including lawyers 
and investigators with 
the district attorney’s of- 
fice, will continue their 
long slog of working in 
crowded quarters in sat- 
ellite offices around the 
county while the building 
is renovated. 

“Obviously a lot of 

Trial continues on A10 


Steve Gonzales / Chronicle 
Storm damage closed 
the criminal courthouse 
in downtown Houston. 


Frackers to yield 
record highs 


By Jordan Blum 


Oil companies are 
on track to produce 
a record 10 million 
barrels of American 
crude a day, a mile- 


stone that could be reached as soon as 
February largely due to another re- 
cord that is expected to fall in coming 


months. 


By the end of the year, fracking inten- 
sity is projected to exceed levels reached 
in 2014 — the height of the so-called 
shale revolution — as hydraulic frac- 
turing operations use more sand, more 


Steve Gonzales / Houston Chronicle file 


A Halliburton wellhead is visible at a fracking site in Midland. 


Crude production 
on track to peak 


with falling number 


of drilling rigs 


than ever before to 
free oil and gas from 
shale rock. The re- 
sult: U.S. crude pro- 
duction should reach 
an all-time high with 
just half the number 


of drilling rigs used at the peak of the last 
energy boom. 
Welcome to the year of the fracker. 


The controversial technology that 


water and more pumping horsepower 


Facts about fracking 


JUM 


Pounds of sand 
now used in 
largest wells 

(3 million in 14) 


g0% 


Wells now drilled 
horizontally 
(up from 10% 
in 2014) 


DM 


Gallons of water 
consumption 
per well 
(5 million in 14) 


transformed the U.S. energy industry 
and reshaped global oil markets has ad- 
vanced to a new level, becoming more 
science than art as fracking operations 
run round the clock, target ever small- 

Fracking continues on A10 


al 


Sections of a 

well that are 

now fracked 
(25 in’14) 


Trump 
offers 


deal for 
DACA 


Citizenship path 
for ‘Dreamers’ 
in exchange for 
big concessions 


By Michael D. Shear 
and Sheryl Gay Stolberg 
NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON — 
President Donald Trump 
proposed legislation on 
Thursday that would 
provide a path to citi- 
zenship for as many as 
1.8 million young, unau- 
thorized immigrants in 
exchange for an end to 
decades of family-based 
migration policies, a cost- 
ly border wall and a vast 
crackdown on other im- 
migrants already living 
in the country illegally. 

Describing the plan as 
“extremely generous” but 
a take-it- 
or-leave-it = 
proposal 3 
by the 
president, 
White 
House 
officials 
said they 
hoped it 
would be embraced by 
conservatives and cen- 
trists in Congress as 
the first step in an even 
broader effort to fix the 
nations immigration 
system. 

But the plan — drafted 
by Stephen Miller, the 
presidents hard-line 
domestic policy adviser, 
and John Kelly, the White 
House chief of staff — 
was immediately rejected 
by Democrats, immigra- 
tion advocates and some 
Republicans, with some 
describing it as nothing 
but an attempt to rid the 
country of immigrants 
and shut the nation’s bor- 
ders. 

Republican and 
Democratic senators are 
working on a narrower 
immigration plan of their 
own, hoping that if it can 
Proposal continues on A11 


Trump 


It’s official: Harvey biggest, baddest hurricane ever 


By Mike Hixenbaugh 


We told you so. 

The National Hurri- 
cane Center’s official re- 
port on Hurricane Harvey, 
released Thursday, five 


through the storm already 
knew: Harvey was the 
worst rainstorm ever to hit 
the U.S. 

The wonky government 
document — 76 pages of 
graphs, charts and meteo- 


seven times, and it was not 
short on superlatives. 

It declared the August 
hurricane “the most signif- 
icant tropical cyclone rain- 
fall event in United States 
history.” 


Rainfall that was “truly 
overwhelming, literally 
and figuratively.” 

“The second-most costly 
hurricane in U.S. history.” 

“The deadliest hur- 
ricane to hit Texas since 


The in-depth meteo- 
rological review, a sort 
of scorecard tallying the 
storm’s total impact, makes 
clear that Harvey’s rainfall 
— a 1-in-1,000-year event 
— is unlike anything ever 


Sea. Page BI months later, mostly con- _ rological analysis — repeat- A “prolific tornado pro- 1919.” recorded in the U.S. 
firms what those who lived ed the word “catastrophic” ducer.” “Unprecedented.” Report continues on A10 
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